
 

Last week the global spread of COVID-19 reached a critical pace, spurring additional 
travel restrictions, quarantine measures and cancellations of major events in San 
Francisco, Oakland and beyond. The health and safety of our Wardrobe for Opportunity 
(WFO) staff, clients and partners remains our highest priority during this incredibly 
challenging period as COVID-19 (Coronavirus) consumes our headlines, media outlets, 
and communities at large. WFO joins a long list of other institutions who are 
rescheduling events to protect the health and safety of our clients and staff and to 
support the wider public effort to slow the spread of the virus 

Effective immediately, WFO will postpone all in-person meetings originally scheduled for 
March through the end of May. This includes client fittings, volunteer programs, office 
tours and workshops. Regarding our scheduled events beyond May, we will continue to 
monitor the situation and update you on all our programming decisions. 
 
Unfortunately, for our clients, remote instruction means they will not have the benefit of 
face-to-face learning. The lack of in-class participation also means reduced levels of 
individualized coaching that is so vital to their learning experience. 

 
We need your help to ensure every client has the resources and support they 

need to continue during this heightened period of uncertainty. 
 
We know that crises disproportionately affect marginalized individuals and exacerbates 
inequality. For our clients already facing hardships, the impact can be devastating.  
 
Here are some ways your donation will help: 

• Expanding teaching time and maximizing remote individual support. This will 
help us to increase instruction time, offer additional 1:1 virtual tutoring, retain 
student participation, and provide follow-up to during this interim crisis period.  

• Sponsoring our clients face their own unique hardships that place an undue 
burden on their ability to participate or learn amid crisis. Reach out to learn 
more about becoming a mentor. 

• Investing in our broader crisis preparedness to minimize future disruptions to 
our workshops and learning programs. We are working diligently to create our 
online teaching capacity and student support systems for the long-term.  

No contribution is too small, please donate today. 
 

As the COVID-19 pandemic is fluid, it is likely that we will face continued 
inconveniences and disruptions in the weeks and months ahead. It is vital that we 
stay virtually connected as it will take the cooperation and efforts of our entire 
community to help mitigate the impacts of this virus. Please know that WFO cares 
and we will need 



 

that spirit now more than ever. Remember that simple actions & steps will make big 
differences when everyone helps.  
  
What are the most important things I can do? 
• Know the facts about COVID-19, so you are well-prepared to make the best decisions 
to keep yourself and those around you safe 

• Frequently and thoroughly wash your hands with soap at water 
• Avoid all physical contact—including elbow bumps 
  
There has never been a more important time for us at Wardrobe for Opportunity to 
support our clients, staff and partnering communities. Because we know that staying 
connected is especially important now, you will be hearing from us over the next few 
weeks and months as we continue to help you and our organizations thrive and succeed 
during these challenging times. Please feel free to reference the healthcare guidance 
and updates from the experts & practitioners, as needed: 
• CDC 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

  
Please stay well and keep your family and friends safe 

 

 
Robert Armstrong 
WFO Board President 
 

 


